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ABSTRACT

'This resource unit, developed by the University of
Minnesota's Project Social Studies, introduces eighth graders to an
overview of the American political system. The unit analyzes
political conflict, compromise, and the need for government and law.
It examines American political ideals and contrasts them briefly with
other political ideologies and provides an overview of our federal
structure and theoretical system of separation of powers. These facts
of our political system are contrasted briefly with unitary and
parliamentary systems. The unit establishes questions to use in
examining decision making in later units and alsc guestions to use in
evaluating political institutions against American ideals. A
statement of objectives precedes the main body of the unit which
contains an outline of content with correlated teaching procedures
and materials of instruction. Appendices include a reading on the
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EXERCISE #1

CONFLICT AND ACCOMMODATION
Prepared by Fred Utz

Mary, Jean, and Sue want to watch television.
They look in the paper and notice that there is a
Rock Hudson movie on, Right away they decide they
want to watch it because he's their favorite actor
and they try to see all of his movies, Shortly
after the movie comes on, Mike and Dick come down-
stairs expecting to watch the Viking~Green Bay foot-
ball game. An argument begins to develop. Sue then
suggests that they settle the issue democratically,
so they take a vote, The three girls vote to watch
the movie, and the boys to watch the game. Thus,
the girls have a 3-2 majority. [IF THEY BASE THEIR
DECISION ENTIRELY ON MAJORITY RULE, THE GIRLS WOULD
GET TO WATCH THE MOVIE AND THE BOYS COULDN'T WATCH
ANY OF THE GAME, IS THIS FAIR?

Last week a similar conflict arose, and the
boys didn't get to watch the game then either be-
cause the girls had all voted together to watch the
Beattles, The boys are beginning to realize that
the girls will always vote the same way and will al-
ways have the majority. IS MAJORITY RULE A FAIR WAY
TO SOLVE THEIR PROBLEMS WHEN THE GIRLS ALMOST AL-
WAYS HAVE THE MAJORITY? SHOULD THE BOYS EVER GET
THEIR WAY EVEN THOUGH THEY DON'T HAVE A MAJORITY?
WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN IF THE GIRLS REFUSED TO0 EVER LET
THE BOYS HAVE THEIR WAY?

HOW COULD THEY SOLVE THE PROBLEM SO THAT NEI-
THER SIDE WOULD HAVE TO G!VE IN ENTIRELY? WHAT ARE
THESE TYPES OF SOLUTIONS CALLED? IS COMPROMISE A
GOOD SOLUTION? IS iT HONORABLE?

WHAT IF BOTH SIDES ARE 70O STUBBORN TO GIVE IN?
WOULD THE PROBLEM GET SOLVED?

It so happens that neither side in this con-
flict over which TV program to watch wants toc com-
promise. The boys decide that they are not goinrg
to let the girls have their way so easily this time,
Both Dick and Mike tell the girls that unless they
get to .watch {hé Viking-Green Bay game, neither one
of thém will help decorate for the lawn party Sat-
urday night, Mary, Jean, and Sue realize how im-
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portant it is that Dick and Mike string the colored
lights in the back yard for thier party to be a
success. They've been planning the party for sev-
eral weeks and have invited all of their best
friends, Thus, the girls decide to let the boys
watch the football game if they promise to help
decorate, THE GIRLS LET THE BOYS HAVE THEIR WAY
EVEN THOUGH THEY HAD A MAJORITY. WHY? DID THE
GIRLS CHANGE THEIR MINDS ANY ABOUT NOT WANTING TO
WATCH THE GAME? DID THE GIRLS STILL PREFER TO
WATCH THE MOVIE? WHAT WERE THE BOYS GIVING UP?
WAS THIS REALLY A CASE OF A FAILURE TO COMPROMISE?
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APPENDIX
IS LISTENING IMPORTANT?
DIRECTIONS: List in Column | the activities in which
you take part where there is no listening involved,

In Column 11, list activites you take part in‘in'which
you use listening.

Column | Column T1
No listening used Listening used

DIRECTIONS: Summarize the major activities that you
: would have to give up if you did not know
how to listen at all, List three, diving
the most important first,

DIRECTIONS: Vrite one summary sentence telling why
listening is important to you as a’
person.
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THINKING CATEGORICALLY
(Developed by Zenith Santee)

I. Directions: As a list of items are read to you,
write its number next to the cor -rect

category.

A, banana B. chair C. Sandra Dee
apple table Tuesday Weld
orange couch Natalie Wood

D. Rockies E. Eisenhower
Appalachian Kennedy
Alps Johnson

[1. Directions: Draw a line throuj;h the item that does
not fit in the category of the other 3.

1. coffee cocoa tea coco cola

2, typewriter recorder phonograph radio
3. shirt tr-~users skirt tie

L4, Norway Minnesota France Canada

5. red pink orange black

11, Categorization by different people: Ways in which
things can be grouped.
Directions: Fill in the chart below suggesting
how each of the following people might
categorize a group of students your
age,.

PERSON CATEGURIZATION REASON FOR
(how grouped) GROUPING IN
THAT MANNER
A. teacher

B. fashion designer

C. toym%anufacturer

D. television pro-
ducer

E. movie producer




o e
— THINKING CATEGORICALLY (continued)

T me—
e

[V, Relationship Between Concepts: (Generalizations)
Directions: Write what you think might be a gen-
eralization that could be made from

the cluster of concepts given:

conflict

compromise Generalization #l
defeat :

goals

conflict Generalization #2
groups

goals
values Generalization #3
conflict

—T6HO TIMO OW>X
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THE POLITICAL SYSTEM

Family

. ¢ @ o DL |
. :. .‘ ". : o & €
: ... i} \\_’//,
Business Organization
Chur(,h A . .« .. .
3 |

Questions

Family 1. How does the political system
differ from families, churches,
schools, and business organi-

Schocl zations in terms of the num-
ber of people included under
its authority?

Church

Bus i 2, ,How does it compare with the
~—f:::]OU5'n?55 . other groups in terms of its

| - rganization power to enforce its decisions?
~~* Dots represent Why?

people
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Exercise on Skimming For Main ldea

Turn to the article on "1 Like to Pay Taxes.' Skim
by reading the introduction and just the headings.
If a heading is vague, read the first sentence in
each paragraph under the heading. Do this as rap-
idly as you can. Then write a ona-sentence state- .
ment summarizing the main idea of the article.
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Exercise .
(Deve]oped'by William Wallich)
DECIS ION-MAKING

Before going into the decision-making prccess on the
governmental level we will beyin by taking some or=
.dinary problems and see how we arrive at decisions,
In these problems and throughout the year, THE DEC!-
SIONS WE SEE PEOPLE ARRIVE AT WILL NOT BE AS [MPOR-~
TANT TO US AS THE PROCESS BY WHICH THEY ARRIVE AT
THEIR DECISION, Our purpose will be to behave like
nolitical scientists: to study behavior, observe
how the complex decision-making process coperates,
and determine what things work together (i.e., in-
teract) to make the person arrive at a decision,

We begin by asking two questions: (1) WHAT [S DE-~
CISiON-MAKING? and (2) WHEN IS DECISION-MAKING NEC-
ESSARY?

Now for the daily problems we =11 face--to see how -
decision-making works in our lives and to get some
idea how it might work in government when officials
make decisions that affect all of us, in this class
and throughout the world.

Problem cne:

You have homework to do,

You're tired.

There's a party at a girl friend's,

Your mother wants you to go to bed.

You're expected to do your homework,

Your friends want you to cone to the party.

WHAT DO YOU DO?

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE INFLUENCES AND ALTERNATIVES?
WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF YOUR ACTION?

Problem two:

Your closest friend--who is very sensitive to
criticial--asks to borrow five of your favorite
records-~-records which were difficult to oo~

tain and c: an51ve. ;
Your friend is very careless about taking care

of things. In the past she has accidentally.
damaged some things belonging to other people,
WHAT DO YOU DO?

If you decide to ioan the records, do you say
anything...?



- 52~

It you decided not to loan the records, how do
you tell her and still keep her friendship?
(Remember, she's very sensitive to criticism.)

ﬁssume that you decided to 1oman the records to

er,

She forgets to return them,

thir many weeks you remind her and get them
ack,

Of the five records that you lent her, one is

broken. (Her baby brothe. rode his tricycle

over it, One is covered with peanut-butter -and

jam and therefore can't be used. The re=-

maining three are terribly scratched as a re-
sult of having becen played on a phonograph with
a bad needle,

Thus, twe of the five records are ruined and
the remaining three are almost ruined,

WHAT DO YOU DO* realizing (1) how much the re-
cords mean to you, (2) how careless she was,
(3) how close friends you and she are, and (k)
how sensitive she is to criticism,

Do you tell her to pay for anv of the records?
Do you ask her te pay for any of the records?
Do you just forget the whoie thing?

if you ask her to pay, is it for one, two or
@il five of the records?

What else might you do?

WHAT ARE THE INFLUENCES WHICH WOULD LEAD TO
YOUR DECISION?

WHAT ALTERNATIVE DECISIONS MIGHT YOU MAKE?
WHAT WOULD BE THE CONSEQUENCES. OF THESE VAR!-
OUS DECISIONS?

Think of other situations-which you or your friends
or members of your family face in their daily lives
which involve decision-making. Note what influences
act uron the decision-making process,

“or
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